
 

 

The Brisbane Convention Centre welcomed 759 Zonta members from Australia and New 

Zealand to the Zonta Centennial Anniversary Conference early in September.  Four members 

of the Zonta Club of North Sydney Breakfast (Diana Burrell, President; Linda Bisnette, 

Secretary; Marie Dayton, UN Representative and Veronica Bondarew) participated.   

Zonta is an international organisation and the conference was lucky to have Dr. Susanne von 

Bassewitz, the International President, as its guest.  While one day was allocated to Districts 

for their AGMs and business meetings, a feeling of companionship and sharing set the tone. 

The Inter-District part of the conference was opened by a warm welcome from an 

Indigenous Songwoman and a Maori dance group.  Throughout the day we were inspired by 

women speakers including a “Conversation with Dame Quentin Bryce”.  A lively 

presentation from Dame Therese Walsh DNZM  (Chairman of TVNZ LTd. and Chairman of Air 

New Zealand Limited)reminded us of the challenges for women working in male dominated 

areas by sharing her journey through accounting and sports related jobs to taking on 

Corporate Board roles.   

Zonta International’s Biennium theme is “Ending Child Marriage” and this was addressed by 

an expert panel discussing programs to solve early and forced marriage and human 

trafficking.  There was also time for interaction and sharing at three workshops around 

Leadership, Advocacy, Membership and PR & Social Media – all challenges for Zonta Clubs at 

this time. 

Zonta’s Amelia Earhart Fellow address was presented by Dr. Airlie Chapman from the 

University of Melbourne who holds a PhD in Aeronautics and Astronautics.  We learned 

women are more likely to be injured in automobile crashes because seatbelts are designed 

around the male physique.  The importance of women being more involved in the sciences 

was also advocated by Professor Lisa Harvey-Smith, the Australian Government’s Women in 

STEM Ambassador, who took us to the moon and back with her lively discussion as an award 

winning astronomer and her work on next-generation telescopes that will survey billions of 

years of cosmic history.  Both these women are great role models for the female scientists 

of the future.  They made it all sound simple and easy. 



An inspiring highlight was the panel on the last day made up of five Zonta Scholarship 

winners from across the Districts.  These young university and high school students are 

already making a difference with projects to help their communities and women.  They give 

hope to what the upcoming generation will achieve. 

Of course there was plenty of talking and dancing at the Gala Dinner where we were 

entertained by music and a speech by the Director and CEO of Calmar Corps – another 

young woman who has built a global collective to help commercial and charity projects to 

de-risk their operations through SMART technology.  It was nice to hear about a business 

that wants to make a difference. 

Perhaps the greatest take-away from the conference was a positive feeling of women 

working together to address the challenges in today’s world that can sometimes be very 

discouraging. 

 

 


